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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU GEARS UP FOR 1OOTH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

CHARLESTON -- People flocked to the square by the thousands, yelling like
wild men and throwing hats in the air; bells and whistles could be heard for miles.
That was the scene in Charleston on Sept. 7, 1895 when residents received.
word that the State Legislature approved the City of Charleston as the future home
of the Eastern Illinois State Normal School -- what is now Eastern Illinois University. A parade, speeches by city officials and fireworks followed.
History will repeat itself on Wednesday, Sept. 7, 1994 when Eastern will
kickoff its year-long centennial celebration -- marking 1 00 years of service to the
citizens of Illinois.
"Centennial festivities will include community-based activities honoring EIU
history and signifying the entrance of the university into its next century of
excellence," said Bobbie Hilke, centennial coordinator.
Scheduled events for the Sept. 7 kickoff include a proclamation reading by
Charleston Mayor Dan Cougill at the Coles County Courthouse, an evening picnic
at Eastern's campus pond for area residents, a songfest by the Coles County
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Barbershop Quartet and Eastern's fraternities and sororities and fireworks.
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"Reenactment day on Sept. 7 will reflect the spontaneous community
celebration that occurred when the telegram from Springfield came notifying
Charleston that it had been chosen (on the 12th ballot) for the site of what was
then called the Eastern Illinois State Normal School. We hope students, faculty,
administrators, alumni and community members will join us for this historic event,"
Hilke said.
A centennial banquet will be held on Friday, Sept. 9, honoring those 100
individuals who have made a significant contribution to the excellence attained by
Eastern in its first 100 years. Hilke noted that it was on Sept. 9, 1895 that Bishop
Woods, then located south of the town of Charleston, was selected as the site for
the campus.
The centennial homecoming on Saturday, Oct. 8 will gather many alumni
groups celebrating their special reunions and will feature floats and house decorations depicting the centennial theme, "A Proud History and a Promising Future."
Special activities will be scheduled through 1995 and will culminate with a
centennial ball on Friday, May 5 and the university's commencement on Saturday,
May 6, honoring the centennial. That weekend, the public may view an EIU time
capsule and displays of artifacts from past Founder's Day celebrations, located in
the University Union.
"In addition to the centennial committee members who are volunteering their
time to make the university's 1 OOth birthday celebration a success, Eastern's
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p

I

CENTENNIAL

ADD 2/2/2/2

colleges, departments and student organizations have a vital role in this once-in-alifetime event. They are incorporating the centennial theme into their programming
and sponsoring centennial projects, among other things," Hilke said.
Special centennial projects include a logo and lapel pin design contest;
commemorative license plate, calendar and history book sales; and publication of a
heritage map which identifies structures of the past and relates them to the
campus features of today.
Since its founding in 1895 as Eastern Illinois State Normal School, the
school's name changed three times, becoming Eastern Illinois State Teachers
College in 1921, when it began to offer a four-year degree; Eastern Illinois State
College in 1947; and Eastern Illinois University in 1957.
In its formative years, the entire school was located in Old Main, which is
now a campus landmark as well as the university's administration building.
Over the years, the university has continued to grow both in numbers of
students and in physical facilities. At present, it has a total enrollment of 10,975
and some 70 buildings. The university grants bachelor's, master's and specialist
degrees.
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